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WHO ARE THE GREATEST SKIERS
OF ALL TIME IN LAKE TAHOE?

The selection criteria are necessarily vague, so trying to choose Tahoe's all-time
best could give anybody indigestion. So many wonderful skiers will inevitably be

slighted, and that includes both Mancuso and Marco Sullivan. Those two current U.S

AROUND

Alpine Ski Team stars haven't even come close to the apex of their superb careers and

are therefore disqualified.

Among those who have every right to be sore are Olympic Freestyle Silver Medallist

Shannon Bahrke, South Lake Tahoe's Travis Cabral and Jonna Mendes, speed skiers
Franz Weber and Jeff Hamilton, Olympians Eric and Sandra Poulsen, Dodie Post, Starr
Walton, Edith Thys, Kristin Krone, Eva Twardokens, Bill Hudson and top pro skiers
Hansi Standteiner, Jim Hudson, Bob Ormsby and Dan Mooney.

That said, here is the region’s all-time ski team.

GEORGENE BIHLMAN 1925 - She won over 800 trophies and
awards from all parts of the world. An injury kept her from the
1960 Olympics, but didn't stop her from being elected to the U.S.
National Ski Hall of Fame in 2002.

DICK BUEK 1929-1957 - The Soda Springs native was a top ski
athlete, twice winner of the National Downhill Championship (1952
and 1954), and an Olympian in 1952. A superlative downhill racer,
he became legendary as the “Mad Dog” of Donner Summit for his
unbridled skiing style. He invented the word extreme sports

DICK DORWORTH 1939 - One more in a long line of Tahoe
groundbreaking skiers, Dorworth grew up in Glenbrook and raced
for the Reno Ski Club. A superb downhiller and Far West Champion
who captured the famed Silver Dollar Derby several times, Dorworth
was chosen by then coach Bob Beattie to the first ever U.S.
National Development Team. He put pure ego and speed on the
map in 1963 by breaking all existing world speed skiing records,
inspiring a generation of speed skiers

CANDACE CABLE 1954 - 1992 Paralympics in France, but
switched to Nordic and has dominated her sit-skiing class

ever since. In 1996 she captured two medals at the World
Championships. Won three medals at the Worlds and competed in
her fourth Paralympics in 2002 at Soldier Hollow, Utah.

LUGGI FOEGER 1906-1992 - International competitor and ski
instructor turned American ski area manager and developer. Though
he helped create Badger Pass, Alpine Meadows, Northstar, Ski
Incline (now Diamond Peak), and the Olympic Village Inn, he also
invented the first modern day safety binding and developed modern
day snowmaking.
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BABBETTE HAUEISEN 1931 - A former ski racer who won the
Roche Cup at Aspen, the Silver Belt at Sugar Bowl, and the
Harriman Cup in Sun Valley, all in 1955, the precocious Haueisen
dominated Tahoe events during the 1950s against the likes of
Olympians Andrea Mead Lawrence, Sally Hudson, Jill Kinmont and
Gretchen Fraser

LARS HAUGEN 1888-1984 - A member of the Lake Tahoe Ski
Club, Lars won the Class A National Ski Jumping Championship
seven times.

JIMMIE HEUGA 1943 - Another skier from the Lake Tahoe Ski
Club, Heuga was a member of the U.S. Ski Team from 1959 to
1968, and skied in two World Championships and two Olympics.
Though most remember the Tahoe City resident for winning the
bronze in slalom at Innsbruck.

BOB HOWARD 1955 - This Reno native was a three-time World
Ballet freestyle Champ from 1979 to 1981. He went on to coach top
ballet skiers such as Lane Spina, Ellen Breen, and Roberto Franco.

GREG JONES 1953 - A National Champion in the 1976 downhill
event, this Lake Tahoe Ski Club member is revered for his

giant slalom racing. He took several first place victories on the
Europa Cup and a victory in World Cup at Copper Mountain. He
participated in the 1974 Worlds, in 1976 won Olympic Bronze.

STEVE McKINNEY 1953-1990 - “Racing for pure speed is
uncomplicated, straight forward, and decisive,” he once wrote, and
for more than a decade Stevie backed it up, posting time and again
unheard of times in world speed skiing competitions, breaking five
world records. A gifted all-around athlete he also hang-glided off
Mt. Everest and was a member of the U.S. Ski Team. Later, in his all
but too short life, he was chosen to be an FIS Delegate representing
the United States.
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TAMARA McKINNEY 1962 - McKinney’s 14-year career on the
National Team saw her capture nine national titles, three World Cup
discipline titles, the overall World Cup title, 18 World Cup races, one
gold and two bronzes in World Championship competition. Three
time Olympian.

ROY MIKKELSEN 1907-1967 - A U.S. Olympic ski jumper in 1932
and 1936, the Auburn Ski Club member was national jumping
champion in 1933 and 1935, and also rated among the nation’s top
downhill and slalom competitors from 1933-42.

JONNY MOSELEY 1975 - Since nailing his huge-hanging heli-mute
grab at the Nagano Olympics in 1998, Moseley’s post-Olympic swirl
saw him navigate through a bump field of public appearances, TV
talk show circuit, and a Teen Beat Image. Making a comeback at the
2002 Salt Lake Winter Games, Moseley was robbed by high brow
judging, he still placed fourth nailing his new trick called the “Dinner
Roll” in front of thirty thousand people.

LYLE NELSON 1948 - Far from a household word, biathlete Nelson
nevertheless represented the United States in four Olympics. Won
the 10K Nationals at age 39 and competed internationally well into
his 40’s.

GLEN PLAKE 1964 - For being so uncorked and a Mohawk-haired
wild man the South Lake Tahoe native has created a lot good

energy on snow. His talents allowed him to take seventh at the U.S.
Freestyle Nationals in his first year of skiing moguls. What followed
was a growing notoriety in cult ski classics as The Maltese Flamingo,
the Blizzard of Aaahs and Dr. Strangelove. Today Glen is Heavenly’s
SKI E O, has an array of endorsement contracts, his own TV show,
“Real Thrills,” on RSN, countless films and national appearances.
He remains possibly the hardest working ambassador in the ski
business.

GLEN POULSEN 1960 - At the end of the big winter of 1992-3,
Glen Poulsen, son of Squaw Valley founder and ski pioneer Wayne
Poulsen, streaked across the Sierra on skis in what may well be
record time. Leaving Mammoth Mountain at daybreak, Poulsen sped
up the San Joaquin River Canyon, crossed Minaret Pass, Island
Pass and then 11,000-foot Donohue Pass. From there he schussed
down Lyell Canyon to the Tioga Road and through Tuolumne
Meadows to Tenaya Lake, then down Snow Creek to his Yosemite
Valley destination. In the space of about nine hours, the marathon
mountaineer had skied sixty miles.

DARON RAHLVES - During his career the Truckee resident earned
12 World Cup victories, a Super-G World Championship gold medal
in 2001, two medals at the 2005 World Championships and over two
dozen second and third-place podiums. The Sugar Ambassador of
Skiing ended his World Cup career March 16th, 2005 in Are, Sweden
on top of the podium by placing second in the Super-G behind
teammate Bode Miller.
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REED ROBINSON 1958 - A member of the U.S. Disabled Ski Team
for over a decade, Robinson made skiing history several years back
by winning medals in both the alpine and Nordic World Disabled Ski
Championships. The Incline Village native won over 10 national titles
in addition to taking gold in slalom in the Worlds in 1990.

SPIDER SABICH 1945-1976 - The native of Kyburz, off Highway
50, learned to ski on Echo Summit. Although he had nine operations
on his legs during the short span he was a U.S. Ski Team member,
Sabich still captured several World Cup races, a national title in
downhill, and placed fifth in the 1968 Olympic slalom.

SCOT SCHMIDT 1963 - While Schmidt is neither a decorated
racer nor the equal of today's wowing big mountain skier Shane
McConkey and a few others, this former Far West racer and Tahoe
resident put the word “extreme” on the map. Absolutely fearless,
Schmidt has performed amazing drops and fat arcs in too many ski
films to name.

JACK STARRETT 1920-1979 - Most folks remember him for
starting the Village Store in Tahoe City. Few, however, recall that
it was Starrett in the 1940s and 50s who would cross-country to
Truckee and back when the roads were closed with the mail. The
route he traveled over is now the course for the 18-mile Great Ski
Race.

FRANK STEWART 1851-1913 - A member of the Alturas Ski Club
in Plumas County, Stewart still reigns as hero of the Lost Sierra”. An
authentic ski pioneer, Stewart was a longboard champion obtaining
speeds close to 100mph in the late 1800s. He was one of the few
who not only raced, but also made his own skis and dope (wax). His
head-to-head victory in Johnsville over Snow-Shoe Thompson is
truly the kind of event that legends are born from.

JOHN “SNOW-SHOE” THOMPSON 1827-1876 - He has to

be mentioned, mainly because so many still do not realize his
accomplishments. For 20 years, beginning in 1856, this pioneer
tracked the Sierra-Nevada to carry mail between California and
Western Utah Territory (Nevada). He skied on grooveless but
cambered skis known as “Norwegian Snow-Shoes”, and he

also wrote quasi-scientific articles defining ski contests and ski
techniques that are remarkably similar to today's slalom, downhill,
and recreational skiing formats. Buried in 1876 in Genoa, this fellow
was truly a king of the hill, and one burly dude.

WAYNE WONG 1951 - Wayne Wong excited skiers and spectators
like no other during the 1970s, creating tricks that still look fresh
today. Chosen as a member of the Canadian Ski Instructor's
Alliance’s Inter-Ski Demonstration Team. His trademark bandanna
tied around the knee, Wong became a high priest of hot-dogging.
Innovative tricks include the “Worm Turn,” “The Wongbanger,”

the “Slow Dog Noodle,” and the “Wongmill,” he won the first ever
Freestyler of the Year award in 1972.
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