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LEGEND
XC	- Cross Country Ski Areas
IS	 - Ice Skating Rings
DS	- Dog Sledding
ZL	- Zip Line 
SP	- Snow Parks (usually require permits)
SZ	- Sled Zones (free popular areas for sledding)
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DONNER SUMMIT RESORTS
1. Tweeker Shred Master - Darin Talbot
2. Intro
3. Tahoe’s Ultimate Ski Pass 
4. Foreword Robert Frohlich
5. Lazy Days in Tahoe - Darin Talbot
6.   1   Boreal
7. Powder Stash 1
8.  2  Soda Springs
9. Old School Rider - Darin Talbot
10.  3  Sugar Bowl
11. The biggest winter ever in Tahoe!
12.  4   Donner Ski Ranch
13. Ski Naked - Eric T. Brandt
14. Powder Stash 2 
15. A word on Snow
16.  5   Royal Gorge & 
    Nordic Skiing in Tahoe
17. Snow Day - Darin Talbot
18.  6  Tahoe Donner

TRUCKEE RIVER 
RESORTS 
19. Big Air - Darin Talbot
20. The VIII Winter Olympics - 1960
21.  7  Squaw Valley
22. Hot Dog, The Movie
23. Powder Stash 3 
24. Ski Bum - Darin Talbot
25.  8  Alpine Meadows
27. Best Breakfast in Tahoe!
28.  9  Granlibakken
29. Tweeker Shred Master, 
     Version 2 - Darin Talbot
30.  10  Homewood

DISC TWO
SOUTH SHORE RESORTS
1. Heaven’s Pie Darin Talbot
2.  11   Heavenly
3. The History of Skiing
4. Mellow Daddy Skier - Eric T. Brandt
5. Powder Stash 4
6.  12  Sierra at Tahoe
7. Mountain Monikers
8. Short Skis Suck - Eric T. Brandt
9. Powder Stash 5
10.  13  Kirkwood
11. Lake Tahoe’s Statistics
12. Snowshoe Thompson, 
    the skiing mailman

SM	- Snowmobile Areas and Rentals
CC	 - Cable Car
G	 - Gondola
M	 - Museums
	 - Visitor’s Center

NORTH SHORE RESORTS	
13. Tahoe Backcountry - Darin Talbot
14. The History of Snowboarding
15.  14  Diamond Peak
16. Boarder Girl - Darin Talbot
17. Powder Stash 6
18. The finest drunken soldiers - Darin Talbot
19.  15  Mt. Rose
20. The Skiers/Snowboarders Glossary
21. Lift line pile up - Eric T. Brandt
22. Powder Stash 7 
23.  16  Northstar
24. Tweeker Shred Master-Live, solo - Darin Talbot
25. Epilogue - Glen Plake
26. Outro

“THE HIGHEST 
CONCENTRATION OF 

SKI RESORTS IN 
NORTH AMERICA”

talbotimages.com



“Mr. Tahoe” 
North Tahoe Truckee Weekly 

Darin Talbot
Darin Talbot has been called everything from the “Patron Saint of all things Tahoe”. 
“The snowboarding songwriter” to “Tahoe’s Jimmy Buffett”. A local since 1977, 
Talbot has devoted his art to the place he loves, Lake Tahoe. “ I love to sing about 
her and tell her story to others. Nothing gives me more joy”, says Talbot. 

	It all began in 1999 when Darin Talbot’s song “Tweeker Shred Master” from his debut 
CD “MUSIC FLIGHT” won BEST NEW SONG honors at one of the first online music 
festivals; this secured Talbot an invitation to hang with Hef, perform at the PLAYBOY 
MANSION and open for THE BRIAN SETZER ORCHESTRA. That same summer Bill 
Graham Presents tapped Talbot to open on the small stage for THE BEACH BOYS at 
Sacramento Valley Amphitheater.
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	In 2001, with his sophomore effort “TAHOE BACKCOUNTRY”, Talbot returned with more songs about snowboarding. This 
disc aired nationally on Radio Disney, Dr. Demento and on the All Star Radio Network... it also saturated the local market. Soon 
thereafter, Talbot was voted Lake Tahoe ACTION’s * BEST LOCAL MUSICIAN * for two consecutive years in a row. 
	In 2003, Air Tahoe released Talbot’s 3rd full length “BIG AIR”. Both the title track and his song “Ski Bum” were well received 
at AAA Radio. The updated ska version of “Tweeker” was again featured on Dr. Demento. 
DARIN TALBOT’S band SHREDMASTER also debuted that year and was featured nationally in SKI PRESS MAGAZINE at 
every ski resort in America. The band performed at the Sacramento Ski & Snowboard Expo, ski resorts, casinos and clubs. 
They were then invited by KTHX-FM ‘THE X’ to open for Harry Chapin’s daughter JEN CHAPIN at the The X’s ‘Rollin On The 
River’ summer concert series at Wingfield Amphitheater in Reno, Nevada. 
	In 2006, Warren Miller Films tapped Talbot’s ska version of ‘Tweeker Shred Master’ for use in the ski and snowboard film 
titled OFF THE GRID. 
	In 2007, Talbot released his 4th full length CD titled “TO BE WITHOUT YOU” which featured a powerful song about the 
Angora Fire simply called “Angora”. In 2008, Darin embarked on a whole new avenue of creativity when he released the very 
popular “AROUND TAHOE” Self Guided DRIVING Tour titled “The ultimate tour guide for driving around the world’s most 
beautiful lake”. The double CD with a map works in real time in your car as you drive around Lake Tahoe and it is the first 
installment in a trilogy of tour guides for Lake Tahoe. In January of 2009 Talbot signed a distribution deal with SONY and the 
DRIVING tour is now all across the United States in major retailers. Today, Talbot continues to sing and story tell about the lake 
full time.  “I just love it here. It is the most beautiful spot in the world”. You can check out Darin’s show schedule and catch him 
live by going to www.darintalbot.com 

If you enjoyed any of Darin Talbot’s original songs and you want to buy full length versions or you want to by either 
of the tour guides just visit his website at  www.darintalbot.com or  www.aroundtahoe.com 

Celebrity guest thank you’s…

“This skiing and snowboarding tour guide 
would have never been created without the 
masterful talent of Robert “Fro” Frohlich. I 
can’t emphasis this enough. Thank you for 
your wit, your love of the mountain and the 
sport, and the thrill of the ride down the pitch 
of your words.” Darin Talbot

GEORGENE BIHLMAN 1925 - She won over 800 trophies and 
awards from all parts of the world. An injury kept her from the 
1960 Olympics, but didn¹t stop her from being elected to the U.S. 
National Ski Hall of Fame in 2002.

DICK BUEK 1929-1957 - The Soda Springs native was a top ski 
athlete, twice winner of the National Downhill Championship (1952 
and 1954), and an Olympian in l952. A superlative downhill racer, 
he became legendary as the “Mad Dog” of Donner Summit for his 
unbridled skiing style. He invented the word extreme sports

DICK DORWORTH 1939 - One more in a long line of Tahoe 
groundbreaking skiers, Dorworth grew up in Glenbrook and raced 
for the Reno Ski Club. A superb downhiller and Far West Champion 
who captured the famed Silver Dollar Derby several times, Dorworth 
was chosen by then coach Bob Beattie to the first ever U.S. 
National Development Team. He put pure ego and speed on the 
map in 1963 by breaking all existing world speed skiing records, 
inspiring a generation of speed skiers

CANDACE CABLE 1954 - 1992 Paralympics in France, but 
switched to Nordic and has dominated her sit-skiing class 
ever since. In 1996 she captured two medals at the World 
Championships. Won three medals at the Worlds and competed in 
her fourth Paralympics in 2002 at Soldier Hollow, Utah. 
  
LUGGI FOEGER 1906-1992 - International competitor and ski 
instructor turned American ski area manager and developer. Though 
he helped create Badger Pass, Alpine Meadows, Northstar, Ski 
Incline (now Diamond Peak), and the Olympic Village Inn, he also 
invented the first modern day safety binding and developed modern 
day snowmaking.

BABBETTE HAUEISEN 1931 - A former ski racer who won the 
Roche Cup at Aspen, the Silver Belt at Sugar Bowl, and the 
Harriman Cup in Sun Valley, all in 1955, the precocious Haueisen 
dominated Tahoe events during the 1950s against the likes of 
Olympians Andrea Mead Lawrence, Sally Hudson, Jill Kinmont and 
Gretchen Fraser
  
LARS HAUGEN 1888-1984 - A member of the Lake Tahoe Ski 
Club, Lars won the Class A National Ski Jumping Championship 
seven times.
  
JIMMIE HEUGA 1943 - Another skier from the Lake Tahoe Ski 
Club, Heuga was a member of the U.S. Ski Team from 1959 to 
1968, and skied in two World Championships and two Olympics. 
Though most remember the Tahoe City resident for winning the 
bronze in slalom at Innsbruck.
  
BOB HOWARD 1955 - This Reno native was a three-time World 
Ballet freestyle Champ from 1979 to 1981. He went on to coach top 
ballet skiers such as Lane Spina, Ellen Breen, and Roberto Franco.
  
GREG JONES 1953 - A National Champion in the 1976 downhill 
event, this Lake Tahoe Ski Club member is revered for his 
giant slalom racing. He took several first place victories on the 
Europa Cup and a victory in World Cup at Copper Mountain. He 
participated in the 1974 Worlds, in 1976 won Olympic Bronze.

STEVE McKINNEY 1953-1990 - “Racing for pure speed is 
uncomplicated, straight forward, and decisive,” he once wrote, and 
for more than a decade Stevie backed it up, posting time and again 
unheard of times in world speed skiing competitions, breaking five 
world records. A gifted all-around athlete he also hang-glided off 
Mt. Everest and was a member of the U.S. Ski Team. Later, in his all 
but too short life, he was chosen to be an FIS Delegate representing 
the United States.

Who are the greatest skiers 
of all time in Lake Tahoe?

photo: talbotimages.com

Robert Frohlich’s work has appeared 
in many newspapers and magazines, 
among them: Snow Country, SKI, 
Skiing, Peaks, Powder, Couloir, 
Sierra Heritage, the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Tahoe Quarterly and Ski Area 
Management. Robert moved to Squaw 
Valley, California in 1977 while working 
for ABC Sports as an assistant to the 
producer. Since that time he has won 
numerous awards, including First Place, 
Best Feature Writing from the Nevada 
State Press Association, and First 
Place, Best Sports Column from the 
National Newspaper Association. He 
received the Far West Ski Association’s 
Bill Berry Award for feature writing. In 
2006 he was awarded “Outstanding 
Employee Service” by the North Lake 
Tahoe Chamber of Commerce. Author 
of the book “Mountain Dreamers: 
Visionaries of Sierra Nevada Skiing,” 
in 1998 Robert was awarded the 
prestigious ULLR Award by the 
International Skiing History Association. 
Robert lives in Tahoe City, California 
and is an avid Sierra Nevada skier.

Robert Frohlich
I want to personally thank all of you for lending your voices and talents to the 
many stories on Around Tahoe making the tour more fun and colorful then could 
be imagined. I thank you deeply.

Glen Plake - Epilogue 
A major figure in American Freestyle skiing and extreme sports. He is widely thought 
of as the father of extreme sports. Born in  Livermore, California, on  September 9, 
1964, he is known for his appearance in ski films such as Greg Stumps The Blizzard 
of Aahhhs, and for his trademark (often dyed blonde, purple or blue) Mohawk 
hairstyle. Plake was involved in the uprise of extreme skiing in America, being one of 
the pioneers. He is currently the host for the RSN’s program “Reel Thrills”. Plake is a 
three-time World Hot Dog Ski champion. Glen calls South Lake Tahoe his home.
 
Craig Beck - Daydreams Interview
Greg Beck - “Getting Off” poster
Eric T. Brandt - Mountain Monikers & Ski Songs 
   www.tahoetopia.com  www.skimusic.com
Tom Burt - A Word On Snow
Debbie Dutton - “Hot Dog, The Movie”
Pam Farris - The History of Skiing

TAMARA McKINNEY 1962 - McKinney’s 14-year career on the 
National Team saw her capture nine national titles, three World Cup 
discipline titles, the overall World Cup title, 18 World Cup races, one 
gold and two bronzes in World Championship competition. Three 
time Olympian. 
 
ROY MIKKELSEN 1907-1967 - A U.S. Olympic ski jumper in 1932 
and 1936, the Auburn Ski Club member was national jumping 
champion in 1933 and 1935, and also rated among the nation’s top 
downhill and slalom competitors from 1933-42.

JONNY MOSELEY 1975 - Since nailing his huge-hanging heli-mute 
grab at the Nagano Olympics in 1998, Moseley’s post-Olympic swirl 
saw him navigate through a bump field of public appearances, TV 
talk show circuit, and a Teen Beat Image. Making a comeback at the 
2002 Salt Lake Winter Games, Moseley was robbed by high brow 
judging, he still placed fourth nailing his new trick called the “Dinner 
Roll” in front of thirty thousand people.
  
LYLE NELSON 1948 - Far from a household word, biathlete Nelson 
nevertheless represented the United States in four Olympics. Won 
the 10K Nationals at age 39 and competed internationally well into 
his 40’s.

GLEN PLAKE 1964 - For being so uncorked and a Mohawk-haired 
wild man the South Lake Tahoe native has created a lot good 
energy on snow. His talents allowed him to take seventh at the U.S. 
Freestyle Nationals in his first year of skiing moguls. What followed 
was a growing notoriety in cult ski classics as The Maltese Flamingo, 
the Blizzard of Aaahs and Dr. Strangelove. Today Glen is Heavenly’s 
SKI E O, has an array of endorsement contracts, his own TV show, 
“Real Thrills,” on RSN, countless films and national appearances. 
He remains possibly the hardest working ambassador in the ski 
business.

GLEN POULSEN 1960 - At the end of the big winter of 1992-3, 
Glen Poulsen, son of Squaw Valley founder and ski pioneer Wayne 
Poulsen, streaked across the Sierra on skis in what may well be 
record time. Leaving Mammoth Mountain at daybreak, Poulsen sped 
up the San Joaquin River Canyon, crossed Minaret Pass, Island 
Pass and then 11,000-foot Donohue Pass. From there he schussed 
down Lyell Canyon to the Tioga Road and through Tuolumne 
Meadows to Tenaya Lake, then down Snow Creek to his Yosemite 
Valley destination. In the space of about nine hours, the marathon 
mountaineer had skied sixty miles.

DARON RAHLVES - During his career the Truckee resident earned 
12 World Cup victories, a Super-G World Championship gold medal 
in 2001, two medals at the 2005 World Championships and over two 
dozen second and third-place podiums. The Sugar Ambassador of 
Skiing ended his World Cup career March 16th, 2005 in Are, Sweden 
on top of the podium by placing second in the Super-G behind 
teammate Bode Miller.
  

REED ROBINSON 1958 - A member of the U.S. Disabled Ski Team 
for over a decade, Robinson made skiing history several years back 
by winning medals in both the alpine and Nordic World Disabled Ski 
Championships. The Incline Village native won over 10 national titles 
in addition to taking gold in slalom in the Worlds in 1990.
 
SPIDER SABICH 1945-1976 - The native of Kyburz, off Highway 
50, learned to ski on Echo Summit. Although he had nine operations 
on his legs during the short span he was a U.S. Ski Team member, 
Sabich still captured several World Cup races, a national title in 
downhill, and placed fifth in the 1968 Olympic slalom. 
  
SCOT SCHMIDT 1963 - While Schmidt is neither a decorated 
racer nor the equal of today¹s wowing big mountain skier Shane 
McConkey and a few others, this former Far West racer and Tahoe 
resident put the word “extreme” on the map. Absolutely fearless, 
Schmidt has performed amazing drops and fat arcs in too many ski 
films to name. 

JACK STARRETT 1920-1979 - Most folks remember him for 
starting the Village Store in Tahoe City. Few, however, recall that 
it was Starrett in the 1940s and 50s who would cross-country to 
Truckee and back when the roads were closed with the mail. The 
route he traveled over is now the course for the 18-mile Great Ski 
Race.
 
FRANK STEWART 1851-1913 - A member of the Alturas Ski Club 
in Plumas County, Stewart still reigns as hero of the Lost Sierra”. An 
authentic ski pioneer, Stewart was a longboard champion obtaining 
speeds close to 100mph in the late 1800s. He was one of the few 
who not only raced, but also made his own skis and dope (wax). His 
head-to-head victory in Johnsville over Snow-Shoe Thompson is 
truly the kind of event that legends are born from.
  
JOHN “SNOW-SHOE” THOMPSON 1827-1876 - He has to 
be mentioned, mainly because so many still do not realize his 
accomplishments. For 20 years, beginning in 1856, this pioneer 
tracked the Sierra-Nevada to carry mail between California and 
Western Utah Territory (Nevada). He skied on grooveless but 
cambered skis known as “Norwegian Snow-Shoes”, and he 
also wrote quasi-scientific articles defining ski contests and ski 
techniques that are remarkably similar to today¹s slalom, downhill, 
and recreational skiing formats. Buried in 1876 in Genoa, this fellow 
was truly a king of the hill, and one burly dude.

WAYNE WONG 1951 - Wayne Wong excited skiers and spectators 
like no other during the 1970s, creating tricks that still look fresh 
today. Chosen as a member of the Canadian Ski Instructor¹s 
Alliance’s Inter-Ski Demonstration Team. His trademark bandanna 
tied around the knee, Wong became a high priest of hot-dogging. 
Innovative tricks include the “Worm Turn,” “The Wongbanger,” 
the “Slow Dog Noodle,” and the “Wongmill,” he won the first ever 
Freestyler of the Year award in 1972.

     The selection criteria are necessarily vague, so trying to choose Tahoe¹s all-time 
best could give anybody indigestion. So many wonderful skiers will inevitably be 
slighted, and that includes both Mancuso and Marco Sullivan. Those two current U.S 
Alpine Ski Team stars haven¹t even come close to the apex of their superb careers and 
are therefore disqualified.
     Among those who have every right to be sore are Olympic Freestyle Silver Medallist 
Shannon Bahrke, South Lake Tahoe¹s Travis Cabral and Jonna Mendes, speed skiers 
Franz Weber and Jeff Hamilton, Olympians Eric and Sandra Poulsen, Dodie Post, Starr 
Walton, Edith Thys, Kristin Krone, Eva Twardokens, Bill Hudson and top pro skiers 
Hansi Standteiner, Jim Hudson, Bob Ormsby and Dan Mooney.
     That said, here is the region’s all-time ski team. 

Around Tahoe - Ski
2009

Thank You’s…
Lee Taggart - Engineering 775.354.3216
Chris Talbot - Photography www.talbotimages.com 
Andrew Stager - Photography www.picturetahoe.com
Mark Jennings & Bill Jenson - DVD Production

A special thanks to: Mike Marvin, Christine Horvath and Nancy Cushing at Squaw Valley 
USA, Russell Pecoraro and Amy McCormick at Heavenly, Rachael Woods & Deanna 
Gescheider at Alpine Meadows, John Monson at Sugar Bowl, Julie Mauer and Nadia 
Guerriero at Northstar at Tahoe, Jay Abdo at Diamond Peak, John Rice at Sierra at Tahoe, 
Mike Pierce and Kayla at Mt. Rose, Mark Jennings, Kimmie Jarrett, Ski Lake Tahoe, Boreal, 
Donner Ski Ranch, Gannlibakken, Kirkwood, Soda Springs, Tahoe Donner, Royal Gorge, 
Jeremy Jacobson, Andy Chapman, Kym Fabel, and Steve Teshara at the North Tahoe 
Resort Association, North Tahoe Chamber of Commerce, Carol Chaplin at the LTVA, to all 
of family for there great support. If I forgot anyone I am truly sorry. Very limited space.  
More thanks: To my wife Daphne, the love of my life, My kids, Sierra, Jared, Connor, and Lauren�never stop 
dreaming. My Mom and Dad Julie and Stan Amass, My Dad William C. Talbot, Bradshaw Lambert, Karen Estes, 
Chris Manchester, Jeff Alexander, Zippy, Grady Clifford, Scott Ungerman, Warren Martineau, Dave Johnson, 
Nate (Shovel), Max Volume, Austin Sass & and the whole crew at Lake Tahoe Cruises, Mark Pardue & the Hyatt 
Regency, Tim Parsons & The South Lake Tahoe Action, Peter Loughlin & RSN, Heimo Brandstatter & Resort at 
Squaw Creek, Bill Jenson & Inside Tahoe, Teri Caplan, Cyrina & Paul at Stone House Cafe, Anne Sutterfield, 
CiCi Baker, Julie Nobis, Tim Hill, Big Joy & the NTTW, Jason Kellner & the Reno Gezette Journal, The Tahoe 
Action, The North Lake Tahoe Bonanza, Sam Folio, Dave H and Dave C at the X, Dr. Demento, Ric Anthony, Web 
Fingors, Tom Farina & Embassy Suites, Candace Hindson, The Tahoe Biltmore, & Barb Seiler.

Produced by Darin Talbot & Lee Taggart, All resort stories written by Robert Frohlich. Powder Stash 1,2,4,5,6,7 
written by Robert Frohlich, All specialty stories written by Robert Frohlich (except “Snowshoe Thompson”, Darin 
Talbot, “Biggest Winter Ever” Darin Talbot, “Tahoe Statistics” Darin Talbot. All songs written by Darin Talbot (except 
“Short Skis Suck”, “Ski Naked”, “UBR”, “Mellow Daddy Skier”, “Lift Line Pile Up”, all written by Eric T. Brandt) All 
resort stories and Powder Stash tracks narrated by Darin Talbot.
 Background music provided by Royalty Free Music, Kevin MacLeon,
 & Incompetech, Darin Talbot, Lee Taggart, Max Volume, & Ron Smith 
©1994-2009 Darin Talbot Entertainment, all right reserved.  

Robb Gafney - Skiers/
   Snowboarders Glossary 
   www.squallywoodthebook.com 
Bill Jenson - VIII Winter Olympics
Max Volume - The History 
   of Snowboarding
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